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Foreword/Acknowledgements

My first introduction to Schlumbergera was in 1959. |
was eight at the time and visiting my grandparents for
Christmas. My grandparent’s livingroom housed a
stately S. x buckleyi in an old Victorian style oak
planter. My grandmere told me how in 1944 she had
packed this plant across western Canada from Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan to a new home in Port Alberni on
Vancouver Island. She had had the plant for years
before but | never asked if it was the original or she
had taken along a cutting. Said plant spent spring to fall
benched under a northwest window in a cool cinder
block basement; come Christmas, it was brought up to
the living room. The memory of this massive plant
covered in blooms left an indelible impression.

In 1979, eight years following the passing of my
grandmere, my Aunt Cecilia came for a visit. At the
time, | was teaching school in rural southeastern
Saskatchewan. Upon arriving, Auntie unwrapped a well
started cutting from Grandmere’s plant. | was thrilled.
Little did I know the path it would lead me down.

Late autumn of 1996, | came across a small type S.
truncata hybrid labelled ‘Thor Clara’ in the local
Safeway grocery. This Danish hybrid with pristine white
flowers edged in plum was quickly snatched into my
cart. As fate would have it, my S. x buckleyi had
flowered earlier than normal and | chanced a
pollination using ‘Thor Clara’ as the pollen parent. That
cross resulted in a single pod, which housed a small
amount of seed. By late 1999, despite my inexperience,
two seedlings had survived to blooming size with both
exhibiting the crenate phylloclades of their Christmas
cactus pod parent. The first flowered a deep fuchsia
color with tightly reflexed petals, a trait | have never
cared for. The second had a mauve-pink nicely formed
flower. | called it ‘Angele Leclerc’, in memory of my
grandmere. This venture in plant breeding was to pave
the way for more cultivars to follow. ‘Angele Leclerc’
was a good plant being both pollen and pod fertile. It
features in the background of many of my current and
upcoming cultivars.

Rhipsalidopsis and Schlumbergera have been in
cultivation since the Victorian era. An accurate,
comprehensive and continually updated Handbook of
Cultivars was needed. Recent hybridization between
species has resulted in wide variations of color and
form, especially among the Schlumbergera. New S. x
buckleyi and S. x reginae cultivars are being created by
hybridizers like Ruud Tropper from the Netherlands.

Ruud’s use of different subspecies and clones of S.
russelliana to develop newer versions of S. x buckleyi
looks very promising. The Handbook can expect to see
some novel future additions. The future looks bright.

The development of this comprehensive Handbook
was initiated the summer of 2016 and involved
extensive hours researching past and present cultivars.
This is the end product, but not the culmination since
the list continues to grow.

| acknowledge with gratitude my co-authors Andreas
Hofacker, Ruud Tropper, Rudi Dorsch and Jochen
Bockemihl. Through their experience, expertise in
their respective domains combined with teamwork,
this publication is a reality.

Any information to update this Handbook Listing is
appreciated and welcomed.

Happy growing,

Lee Gordon Goodfellow

© Copyright Goodfellow, Hofacker, Tropper & Dorsch 2020-2021. All rights reserved.



The International Schlumbergera & Rhipsalidopsis List of Species and Cultivars

Explanations

The compilation was made from various works,
magazines, catalogs, information from breeders, the
CPVO EU Variety database and the authors' own
findings. It follows mainly the rules of the International
Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP).
Each cultivar is provided with its own number, which
should make a problem-free identification possible.
This number is coded in such a way that after the
designation SRL (= Schlumbergera Rhipsalidopsis List),
the assignment to a group (Sch for Schlumbergera, Rhi
for Rhipsalidopsis) is made. In case of an official
registration entry the year of inclusionis indicated and
both name and registrationnumber will be in bold. If
there are four letters used instead, this means that the
information on the cultivar was taken from the
literature or personal correspondence and is not based
on a registrant's application. The last item is the
registration number.

New applications for inclusion must comply with the
ICNCP regulations. We will be happy to assist you with
the formalities. Please use the application form
provided by us. We reserve the right to reject
applications if they do not comply with ICNCP
regulations. There is no legal right to an inclusion in the
list.

The inclusion in this list does not imply the creation of
Plant Breeder’s Rights, patents or other rights to a
name.

If you have missing information about individual
hybrids, we would be grateful if you would send it to

us.

Additions to cultivars can be made free of charge.
Please use the registration forms.

© Copyright Goodfellow, Hofacker, Tropper & Dorsch 2020-2022. All rights reserved. m 3
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The genera Schlumbergera and
Rhipsalidopsis

History

Until around 1808, the then Portuguese colony of
Brazil was isolated from the outside world. The flora
and fauna were almost unknown and Brazil was largely
unexplored. With the flight of the Portuguese court to
Brazil, before the Napoleonic wars in 1807, this began
to change. Thanks to the predominantly European
explorers, our knowledge about the plant world of
Brazil grew rapidly. One of the plants discovered and
described at the beginning of the 19th century was
Epiphyllum truncatum in 1819, today’s Schlumbergera
truncata. Epiphyllum russellianum = Schlumbergera
russelliana followed in 1839, then Cereus
microsphaericus = Schlumbergera microsphaerica (non
Cereus obtusangulus = Schlumbergera obtusangula) in
1890, and in 1905 Epiphyllum opuntioides =
Schlumbergera opuntioides. After more than 70 years
Schlumbergera orssichiana was described in 1978 and
Schlumbergera kautskyi in 1991.

In 1858 Charles Lemaire created the genus
Schlumbergera, named after the French cactus
collector Frédéric Schlumberger with the only species
Schlumbergera epiphylloides, today’s S. russelliana. In
1890 Karl Schumann created the genus Zygocactus for
Epiphyllum truncatum, as this species has zygomorphic
flowers, whereas Schlumbergera russelliana has
radiosymmetrical flowers. Alwin Berger created the
genus Epiphyllanthus in 1905, because he was of the
opinion that the areoles on the segments of some taxa
would make this necessary. In 1913 Nathaniel Britton
and Joseph Rose transferred Epiphyllum russellianum
into the genus Schlumbergera, in 1953 Reid Moran
combined Epiphyllum truncatum to Schlumbergera
truncata, in 1969 David Hunt transferred Epiphyllum
opuntioides to Schlumbergera opuntioides, and finally
in 1992 P. V. Heath combined Cereus microsphaericus
to Schlumbergera microsphaerica.

In 1884, Eduard von Regel described Epiphyllum
russellianum var. gaertneri, a taxon that was raised to
species level in 1889 and combined to Schlumbergera
by Britton & Rose in 1913. In 1925 combined as
Rhipsalis, in 1929 as Epiphyllopsis (Alwin Berger), in
1953 by Moran to Rhipsalidopsis and finally in 1987 by
Wilhelm Barthlott to Hatiora, the classification of this
species remained unclear for many years. DNA
research by ALICE CALVENTE et al. (2011) and NADJA
KOROTKOVA et al. (2011) did not yield any clear results.
CALVENTE et al. argue for an extended genus
Schlumbergera (Schlumbergera sensu lato), which
includes Hatiora (partially) and Rhipsalidopsis.
KOROTKOVA et al. however recognize Rhipsalidopsis as a
genus again.

4

The same applies to Hatiora epiphylloides and its
subspecies bradei. Therefore CALVENTE et al. (2011)
recombined it to Schlumbergera lutea and
Schlumbergera lutea subsp. bradei. Although
KOROTKOVA et al. have the same molecular findings on
this species as CALVENTE et al., they plead for the
retention of the old classification due to the flower
morphology deviating from Schlumbergera sensu
stricto.

Rhipsalis rosea described in 1912 was the only
species in 1923 that Britton & Rose placed in the genus
Rhipsalidopsis before Wilhelm Barthlott transferred it
to Hatiora in 1987. The DNA investigations of CALVENTE
et al. and KOROTKOVA et al. have shown the same results
as for Epiphyllum russellianum var. gaertneri. Following
their logic, CALVENTE et al. have combined the species
to Schlumbergera rosea, while KOROTKOVA et al. address
it as Rhipsalidopsis rosea.

For the list presented here, the following taxonomy is
taken as a basis:

Schlumbergera
Schlumbergera kautskyi
Schlumbergera lutea subsp. lutea
Schlumbergera lutea subsp. bradei
Schlumbergera microsphaerica
Schlumbergera opuntioides
Schlumbergera orssichiana
Schlumbergera russelliana
Schlumbergera truncata
Rhipsalidopsis
Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri
Rhipsalidopsis rosea
Hatiora
Hatiora cylindrica
Hatiora herminiae
Hatiora salicornioides

Occurrence

The taxa of the genera Schlumbergera and
Rhipsalidopsis occur exclusively in Brazil. Their
distribution is limited to the Atlantic coastal mountain
forest (Mata Altlantica), which today only exists in
rudiments. Here the plants grow epiphytically in the
Floresta Ombréfila Densa, a moist, evergreen forest at
altitudes between 400 and 2400 m. Only
Schlumbergera microsphaerica grows mostly
lithophytically in an open high mountainous landscape
(Campo de Altitude) at altitudes between 2400 and
2700 m. The distribution of Schlumbergera and
Rhipsalidopsis in the mountains called Serra do Mar
extends over the Brazilian states of Rio Grande do Sul,
Santa Catarina, Parana, Sdo Paulo, Rio de Janeiro,
Espirito Santo and Minas Gerais for about 1000km.

© Copyright Goodfellow, Hofacker, Tropper & Dorsch 2020-2021. All rights reserved.
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Hybridization

All taxa of the genus Schlumbergera flower uniformly
purple except S. lutea, which is yellow flowering. S.
truncata is also an exception. Plants with orange-red,
pink, red, purple and even white flowers can be found
in the natural habitat. Soon after the introduction of
this species in 1818, the first crosses and selections
were carried out and around the middle of the 19th
century a considerable number of cultivated varieties
already existed. In 1839, Schlumbergera russelliana
arrived in Europe and was soon used for breeding by
Wilbraham Buckley. The crosses Schlumbergera
russelliana x S. truncata were then described by Moore
in 1852 as Epiphyllum buckleyi. Today they are known
as Schlumbergera x buckleyi or generally as ‘Christmas
cacti’ and became very popular in England especially
during the Victorian period.

With the beginning of the 20th century, the interest
in the Schlumbergera cultivars ended. After 1960,
individual breeders began to deal with hybridization
again, for example Alfred Graser in Germany and Joyce
Carr in Australia with her ‘Liberty Series’ from the
1980s onwards. From around 1980, large nurseries
became particularly involved and endeavored to breed
strong and upright plants with new flower colors and
shapes, instead of naturally hanging plants. In the USA,
these were mainly B.L. Cobia Inc. in Winter Garden
(Orlando, Florida). Their breeding concept was cultivars
with polyploid (multiple), up to eightfold chromosome
sets, with which they achieved some spectacular
breeds. These were then patented and marketed in the
1980s as the ‘Cobia Collector Series’. This included the
first yellow-flowering S. truncata variety ‘Gold Charm’.
Schlumbergera finally also became interesting to
commercial horticulture. Today, millions of small
flowering plants of S. truncata cultivars and selections
are sold in the USA for Thanksgiving in particular, and
they are also sold in large quantities in Europe in late
autumn and around Christmas. In order to meet this
huge demand, several large nurseries have specialized
in production. These are primarily de Vries in
Netherlands and Rohde, Thoruplund and above all
Madsen in Denmark. Today, S. truncata cultivars and
selections have become an indispensable part of the
range of plants offered by garden centers and
nurseries.

The discovery of Schlumbergera orssichiana and the
use of this species as a crossing partner increased the
variability of the cultivars enormously. The first crosses
S. orssichiana x S. truncata were carried out in Brazil by
Countess Beatrix Orssich from Teresdpolis, Brazil , who
called her breeds ‘Queens’, which is why these crosses
were given the Nothospecies name S. x reginae. Other
breeders of these varieties in the 1980s were A.J.S.
McMiillan in England and especially Dolly Kélli in the

© Copyright Goodfellow, Hofacker, Tropper & Dorsch 2020-2022. All rights reserved.

USA. S. x reginae cultivars have never achieved the
economic importance of the S. truncata varieties
described above, despite their impressive flowers.

Schlumbergera opuntioides, S. kautskyi and S.
microsphaerica, on the other hand, play only a minor
role as cross partners. The latter two species are self-
fertile and therefore crosses are rarely successful. S.
lutea plays no role in hybridization. So far, the
following interspecific hybrids have been given
Nothospecies names, which can also be used when
crossing in the opposite direction:

Schlumbergera x buckleyi = S. russelliana x S. truncata
Schlumbergera x eprica = S. orssichiana x S. russelliana
Schlumbergera x exotica = S. truncata x S. opuntioides
Schlumbergera x reginae = S. truncata x S. orssichiana

While Schlumbergera cultivars exist in large numbers,
the hybridization of Rhipsalidopsis began quite late and
the number of cultivars has remained significantly
lower. This may be partly due to the fact that there are
only two initial species available, R. gaertneri and R.
rosea, whose natural forms are also quite uniform in
color, in contrast to the range of color variations of
Schlumbergera truncata. Rhipsalidopsis cannot be
hybridized with Schlumbergera under natural
conditions.

It was Alfred Graser from Nuremberg who first
crossed R. gaertneri and R. rosea in 1932. This hybrid
was described by Werdermann as Rhipsalis x graeseri
in 1939 (Kakteenkunde 1939: 10) and was recombined
by Moran to Rhipsalidopsis x graeseriin 1953. The
name R. x graeseri applies to crosses in both directions,
i.e. no matter, which plant is mother plant or pollen
dispenser. In the 1960s, it was Harry Johnson of
Johnson Cactus Gardens in California who bred some
famous varieties, such as ‘Crimson Giant’ or ‘China
Pink’.

B.L. Cobia was also involved in hybridizing
Rhipsalidopsis in addition to breeding Schlumbergera
cultivars. In England Abbey Brook Nurseries produced
some notable Rhipsalidopsis varieties (e.g. ‘Easter
Wedding’), as well as Japanese breeders (e.g. the two-
colored ‘Parnell’). Special mention should be made of
Andrew Savio in Australia, who succeeded (probably by
induced mutation) in breeding varieties with double
flowers, e.g. his famous ‘New Double’.

In the ‘fairway’ of the winter-flowering
Schlumbergera cultivars, the Rhipsalidopsis varieties
very quickly gained popularity as spring bloomers or
‘Easter cacti’ and are today produced in masses and
parallel to the Schlumbergera varieties by the
aforementioned European nurseries de Vries, Rohde,
Thoruplund and Madsen. Today there are
Rhipsalidopsis varieties available flowering in white,

s
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orange, pink, red, purple, dual colors and variations
with darker or lighter central stripes. Yellow is the only
missing hue. The plants also have to grow vigorously
and upright so that, just like the new Schlumbergera
varieties, they do not have to be cultivated in hanging
baskets.

Mass production makes the new Schlumbergera and
Rhipsalidopsis varieties affordable, but in most cases,
they are ‘disposed of’ by the ‘consumer’ after flowering
and not further cultivated. For the gardener it is no
longer worthwhile to sell the plants with labels and
variety names. Thus, even the most beautiful new
cultivars disappear into anonymity. May this register
help to get the plants out of their namelessness and
give them the place in our collections that they
deserve!

Cultivation

Since both Schlumbergera and Rhipsalidopsis grow
epiphytically cultivation in hanging pots is
recommended. The substrate should be porous so that
no standing moisture develops. A mixture of humous
cactus soil and a fine orchid substrate has proved to be
a good solution. Substrates with 50% and more of
mineral components (pumice, perlite and vermiculite)
can also be used. The cultivation on the outer surface
of unglazed hollow clay cylinders, filled with water, has
been proved to be useful because this provides a
constant slight humidity. It furthermore decreases the
temperature around the roots by evaporation, which is
favorable for growth particularly at elevated outside
temperatures.

However, it is very important that the plants are not
exposed to intense sun and receive sufficient fresh air.
Cultivation in a hot and dry greenhouse usually leads to
the rapid death of the plants. Especially vulnerable are
Schlumbergera lutea, S. microsphaerica, S. opuntioides,
and S. russelliana. These tolerate temperatures above
28 °C (82 °F) for only short periods of time. It is
therefore recommended to cultivate these species
possibly grafted on e.g. Selenicereus. Even in winter, all
taxa need watering albeit in reduced amounts.

In Brazil Schlumbergera truncata and their cultivars
are called “Flor de Maio” (flowering in May) because of
their flowering time in the early Brazilian winter.

The S. x buckleyi hybrids (S. truncata x S. russelliana
in both directions) are typically called Christmas Cacti
in Europe and the S. truncata varieties are usually
called Thanksgiving Cacti in the U.S.A.

Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri flowers in the northern
hemisphere in April/May, which led to the name Easter
Cactus.

Diseases

The most common diseases of Schlumbergera and
Rhipsalidopsis are caused by fungi. Bacterial infections
are rare. Viral infections are usually not destructive but
weaken the plants and lead to unattractive spotting.
More recently, mites of the genus Brevipalpus have
been identified as important destructive pathogens.
The most important fungal pathogen for
Schlumbergera and Rhipsalidopsis is Fusarium
oxysporum, which occurs worldwide in soil in over 100
different forms and shapes. The pathogens attack the
roots, the stems and finally the phylloclades with soft,
and red basal stem canker. Infections by Pythium
species and Phytophthora species especially P.
nicotianae, lead to clinical pictures, which are hardly
distinguishable from one another. In contrast bipolaris
blight caused by Bipolaris cactivora (formerly
Drechslera cactivora), which could lead to smudged,
round, black sunken lesions on phylloclades, which
then rot and fall off the stems. Fungal infestation is
generally promoted by high soil humidity and poor
ventilation associated with higher temperatures of
more than 28 °C (82 °F).

Infested plants should be destroyed. When treating
with fungicides, rapid development of resistance must
be taken into account and various preparations should
be used alternately.

Bacterial infections by Pectobacterium (syn. Erwinia)
carotovorum are rare. They are characterized by a soft
rot generally starting at the soil line, which becomes
mushy red. Treatment is not possible. The same applies
to virus infections, which usually do not destroy the
plants.

Since the 1990s Schlumbergera in North America and
Europe have mainly suffered from Tospoviruses
(Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus, TSWV and Impatiens
Necrotic Spot Virus INSV of the family Bunyaviridae),
which are transmitted as vectors by various thrips
species. The infection is manifested in particular by
sunken chlorotic lesions, chlorosis, ring spots and
necrosis. A discoloration of the flowers has also been
observed in Schlumbergera orssichiana. Control of
biting and sucking insects and mites as well as hygiene
when making cuttings (careful twisting of phylloclades
or use of heat-sterilized knives) are the only
possibilities to avoid virus distribution.

Schlumbergera and Rhipsalidopsis can also be
asymptomatically infected!

Mites of the genus Brevipalpus, especially B. russulus,
vernacularly named “flat mites” or “false spider mites”
and not to be confused with the common spider mites
(genus Tetranychus) are little noticed, but obviously
widespread. In contrast to the latter, Brevipalpus
species do not produce webs. The damages are varied
and include chlorosis, sometimes accompanied by
reddish spots or discolorations, soft rot and falling

© Copyright Goodfellow, Hofacker, Tropper & Dorsch 2020-2021. All rights reserved.
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apart of the phylloclades. In addition, these pests are
important vectors of plant viruses.

As in other cactus groups plants can often be attacked
by mealy bugs. Spider mites on the other hand are of
little importance.
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Die Gattungen Schlumbergera und
Rhipsalidopsis

Geschichte

Bis ca. 1808 war die damalige portugiesische Kolonie
Brasilien von der AuRenwelt isoliert. Nur wenig drang
nach auBen. Flora und Fauna waren nahezu unbekannt
und unerforscht. Erst mit der Flucht des
portugiesischen Hofes 1807 vor den napoleonischen
Kriegen nach Brasilien begann sich dies zu andern.
Vorwiegend europdische Forschungsreisende lieRen
unsere Kenntnisse liber die Pflanzenwelt Brasiliens
rasch anwachsen. Eine dieser Pflanzen, die zu Beginn
des 19. Jahrhunderts entdeckt und beschrieben
wurden, war 1819 Epiphyllum truncatum, die heutige
Schlumbergera truncata. 1839 folgten Epiphyllum
russellianum = Schlumbergera russelliana, 1890 Cereus
microsphaericus = Schlumbergera microsphaerica (non
Cereus obtusangulus = Schlumbergera obtusangula)
und 1905 Epiphyllum opuntioides = Schlumbergera
opuntioides. Nach tber 70 Jahren wurden dann 1978
Schlumbergera orssichiana und 1991 S. kautskyi
beschrieben.

1858 schuf Charles Lemaire die Gattung
Schlumbergera, benannt nach dem franzdsischen
Kakteensammler Frédéric Schlumberger und stellte als
einzige Art Schlumbergera epiphylloides, die heutige S.
russelliana in diese Gattung. 1890 schuf Karl Schumann
die Gattung Zygocactus fir Epiphyllum truncatum, da
diese Art zygomorphe Bliten hat, Schlumbergera
russelliana hingegen radiarsymetrische. Alwin Berger
schuf 1905 noch die Gattung Epiphyllanthus, da er der
Ansicht war, dass die Areolen auf den Trieben einiger
Taxa dies notwendig machen wiirde. 1913 lberfihrten
Nathaniel Britton und Joseph Rose Epiphyllum
russellianum in die Gattung Schlumbergera, 1953
kombinierte Reid Moran Epiphyllum truncatum zu
Schlumbergera truncata, 1969 David Hunt
Epiphyllum opuntioides zu Schlumbergera opuntioides,
und schlieRlich 1992 P. V. Heath Cereus
microsphaericus zu Schlumbergera microsphaerica.

Bereits 1884 beschrieb Eduard von Regel Epiphyllum
russellianum var. gaertneri, ein Taxon, das 1889 in
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Artrang erhoben und 1913 von Britton & Rose zu
Schlumbergera umkombiniert wurde. 1925 als
Rhipsalis, 1929 zu Epiphyllopsis (Alwin Berger), 1953
von Moran zu Rhipsalidopsis und schlieSlich 1987 von
Wilhelm Barthlott zu Hatiora kombiniert, blieb die
Zuordnung dieser Art lange Zeit unklar. DNA-
Untersuchungen von ALICE CALVENTE et al. (2011) und
NADJA KOROTKOVA et al. (2011) brachten keine
eindeutigen Ergebnisse. CALVENTE et al. pladieren fiir
ein erweitertes Genus Schlumbergera (Schlumbergera
sensu lato), das Hatiora (teilweise) und Rhipsalidopsis
mit einschliel3t. KOROTKOVA et al. dagegen erkennen
Rhipsalidopsis als Gattung wieder an.

Gleiches gilt flr Hatiora epiphylloides und deren
Unterart bradei. Es erfolgte daher von CALVENTE et al.
(2011) die Umkombination zu Schlumbergera lutea und
Schlumbergera lutea subsp. bradei. Korotkova et al.
haben zwar die gleichen molekularen Befunde zu
dieser Art wie CALVENTE et al., pladieren aber zunachst
fiir eine Beibehaltung der alten Zuordnung wegen der
von Schlumbergera sensu stricto abweichenden
Blitenmorphologie.

Die 1912 beschriebene Rhipsalis rosea wurde als
einzige Art 1923 von Britton & Rose in die Gattung
Rhipsalidopsis gestellt, bevor sie Wilhelm Barthlott
1987 zu Hatiora lberfiihrte. Die DNA-Untersuchungen
von CALVENTE et al. und KOROTKOVA et al. haben die
gleichen Ergebnisse wie bei Epiphyllum russellianum
var. gaertneri ergeben. lhrer Logik folgend haben
CALVENTE et al. die Art zu Schlumbergera rosea
umkombiniert, wahrend KOROTKOVA et al. sie als
Rhipsalidopsis rosea ansprechen.

Flr die hier vorgelegte Liste wird folgende Taxonomie
zugrunde gelegt:

Schlumbergera
Schlumbergera kautskyi
Schlumbergera lutea subsp. lutea
Schlumbergera lutea subsp. bradei
Schlumbergera microsphaerica
Schlumbergera opuntioides
Schlumbergera orssichiana
Schlumbergera russelliana
Schlumbergera truncata

Rhipsalidopsis
Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri
Rhipsalidopsis rosea

Hatiora
Hatiora cylindrica
Hatiora herminiae
Hatiora salicornioides

Vorkommen
Die Taxa der Gattungen Schlumbergera und
Rhipsalidopsis kommen ausschlielRlich in Brasilien vor.
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Ihr Vorkommen ist auf den heute nur noch in
Rudimenten vorhandenen atlantischen
Kistenbergwald (Mata Altlantica) beschrankt. Hier
wachsen die Pflanzen epiphytisch im Floresta
Ombrofila Densa, einem feuchten, dauergriinen Wald
in Hohen zwischen 400 und 2400 m. Nur
Schlumbergera microsphaerica wachst meist
lithophytisch in einer offenen Hochgebirgslandschaft
(Campo de Altitude) in Héhen zwischen 2400 und 2700
m. Die Verbreitung von Schlumbergera und
Rhipsalidopsis erstreckt sich in dem Serra do Mar
genannten Gebirge Uber die brasilianischen
Bundestaaten Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina,
Parand, Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Espirito Santo und
Minas Gerais Gber ca. 1000 km.

Hybridisierung

Alle Taxa der Gattung Schlumbergera blihen
einheitlich purpurfarben, auler S. lutea, die gelb bliht.
Auch S. truncata bildet eine Ausnahme. Am natirlichen
Fundort kommen Pflanzen mit orangeroten, rosa,
roten, purpurnen und sogar weiRen Bl{iten vor. Schon
bald nach der Einfihrung dieser Art im Jahre 1818
wurden hiermit die ersten Kreuzungen durchgefiihrt
und um die Mitte des 19. Jahrhunderts existierte
bereits eine betrachtliche Anzahl kultivierter Sorten.
1839 gelangte S. russelliana nach Europa und wurde
kurze Zeit spater von Wilbraham Buckley zur Ziichtung
verwendet. Die Kreuzungen S. russelliana x S. truncata
wurden dann von Moore 1852 als Epiphyllum buckleyi
beschrieben. Sie sind heute als Schlumbergera x
buckleyi oder allgemein als ,,Weihnachtskakteen”
bekannt und erfreuten sich in England besonders in der
Viktorianischen Zeit allgemeiner Beliebtheit.

Mit dem Beginn des 20. Jahrhunderts endete das
Interesse an den Schlumbergera-Kultivaren. Erst nach
1960 begannen einzelne Ziichter, sich wieder mit der